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2014 Session Members and Ruling Elders
Class of 2014

Linda Bork
Wendy Brown
Bonnie Hartley

Class of 2015

Class of 2016

Robin Carr
Timothy Christopher
Robert Hartley

David Bork
Lois Dupont
Art Vaccaro

2014 Board of Deacons
Class of 2014

Michael Bork
Angela Clark
Lois Vaccaro

Class of 2015

Lisa Cunningham
Sondra Coulson
Julie Nagy

Class of 2016

Geraldine Burkholder
Stacy Clark
Cheyenne Coulson

The First Ruling Elders of the Church in 1839
Thomas Wilson
Samuel Gettys
William Grove
Joseph Deffenbaugh
Elisha Laughead
Note: I n 1839, ruling elders in the P resbyterian Church w ere elected for life terms,
new elder only elected, if a current elder died, was removed for improper behavior or moved.
Elders were also all male.

First Women Ruling Elders w ere ordained on January 12, 1958
Ethel P. McCann and Mary Murphy

Group Photo taken in 1939 during the celebration of the Church’s Centennial

McClellandtown Presbyterian Church 54 Charter Members, 1839
Thomas Wilson
William Grove
John McCloy
Lydia McCloy
Nancy Grove
Samuel Gettys
Ann Gettys
Sarah Gettys
Jane Gettys
Elizabeth Gettys
John McKean
Joseph Deffenbaugh
Elisha Laughead
Catherine Vance
Elizabeth Wilson
Charity McDougle
William Alender
Easter Norman

Sarah Hostettler
James Riggs
Nancy Deffenbaugh
Barbara Deffenbaugh
Catherine Deffenbaugh
Elizabeth Deffenbaugh
Robert Alender
Hannah Alender
Andrew C. Johnston
Henry Jennings
Jane Moore
Margaret Riley
Elizabeth Weltner
Jesse Brown
Mary McGill
Sarah Sproat
Sarah Sproat, Jr.
Margaret Sproat

Mary Lecky
Ann Hostettler
Eve McAuley
Jane McAuley
Jacob Moss
Margery Moss
James Wilson
Sarah Wilson
William Hazel
Margaret Hazel
Nancy Anderson
Henry Rockefeller
Lucretia Laughead
Mary Grove
Mary Gettys
Edward Dalavill
Sarah Black
Mary Johnston
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The following appeared in many of the
church worship bulletins during the 1950’s
and 60’s.

MY CHURCH
Before I was born my Church gave to
my parent’s ideals of life and love that
made my home a place of strength and
beauty.
In my infancy my Church joined my
parents in consecrating me to Christ and
in baptizing me in his name.
My Church enriched my childhood with
the romance of religion and the lessons of
life that have been woven into the texture
of my soul . . .
In the stress and storm of adolescence
my Church heard the surge of my soul
and she guided my footsteps by lifting my
eyes toward the stars.
When first my heart knew the strange
awakenings of love, my Church taught me
to chasten and spiritualize my affections.
When my heart was seamed with sorrow . . . my Church drew me to the Friend
of all the weary and whispered to me the
hope of another morning, eternal and
tearless.
When my steps have slipped and I have
known the bitterness of sin, my Church
has believed in me and . . . has called me
back to live within the heights of myself.
My Church calls me to her heart. She
asks my service and my loyalty. She has
a right to ask it! I will help her to do for
others what she has done for me. In this
place . . . I will help her keep aflame and
aloft the torch of a living faith in Christ. –
William H. Boddy

Historical Tidbits
From the session minutes, 1846: a young
lady of the church was called before the
session and accused of improper conduct.
After admitting her guilt, she “professed
deep repentance for her sin” and asked for
“forgiveness of the church and desired an
interest in their prayers.”

Pastoral Reflections
By Rev. Forest Lee McDermott
I have always had a keen interest in history.
On family vacations with my parents, I was
fascinated by historical markers that said
George Washington slept here, had dinner
here, or simply traveled the same road I was
traveling. When I was extended the call to become the pastor here, I liked the fact you were
so close to Fort Necessity and the old Braddock’s Road. I have for years taken photos of
state historical markers and seek out the places mentioned in these markers. I have been
particularly interested in those markers related
to historic churches.
When I discovered the church’s 175th Anniversary was approaching, I was excited about
the possibility of exploring the church’s history.
I love researching, reading old records, and
hearing the stories of faith, involvement and
lives of those who have come before us. I love
to hear the stories of the hardy, rough and determined Presbyterians who made up the early
history of many churches that exist or have existed. These were rugged people willing to risk
the hazards of crossing the mountains, often
by foot, to find a place to serve God as a free
people.
However tough-minded these Presbyterians
may have been, they were profoundly religious. In fact, their religion was their driving
force, and for it they would risk every danger
and shed their blood if need be. Maury Klein in
a 1979 article in American History Illustrated
says of them:
“Their religion had given them discipline,
zeal, devotion, and a sense of purpose.
They asked for little other than to conduct
their business and practice their faith without interference. In bringing their Presbyterianism to America they were planting a
seedbed
of
religious
freedom
as
well.” (Klein, Maury, “A Race In Upheaval,”
American History Illustrated, January, 1979, p.
36)
(Continued on page 5)
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In the American Revolutionary War waged
for the independence of this nation, ScotchIrish Presbyterians were at the vanguard.
King George of England was reported as having characterized the American Revolution as
a “Presbyterian war.” Horace Walpole told
Parliament that “there is no use crying about
it. Cousin America has run off with a Presbyterian parson, and that is the end of it.” In
1776, a representative of Lord Dartmouth of
New York wrote that “Presbyterianism is really at the bottom of this whole conspiracy, has
supplied it with vigour, and will never rest, till
something is decided upon it.” (Dorsey D. Ellis’s book, Look Upon The Rock: A History of The
Presbyterian Church, U.S. in WV, 1719-1974, p.
35-36)

Many of these Presbyterians who fought for
the nation’s independence after the war
crossed the mountains to Fayette County to
settle this land and make it their home. What
I found of particular interest in the history of
the church is that many of these early pioneers rest in our church cemetery. To walk
through the cemetery reading the names on
the headstones, one recognizes these are the
same individuals who served and lead this
congregation throughout its history. Seeing
these names makes me wonder more about
their faith stories and what brought them to
this place. As a child, I was excited to know
I was standing at the same spot George
Washington once stood. Now I find myself
connected to these early church pioneers because I am standing and serving in the same
place they once stood and served.
We often look back at our church history
when membership numbers where higher,
when activities seemed more numerous,
when more youth attended events, when
Sunday school classes filled the church and
wish we could recapture these wonderful
times. What we need to recognize is we are
making history today by all we do and in only
25 years the church will celebrate their bicentennial. What will they say about us? We
need to recognize that those early pioneers of
the church faced their own challenges and
struggles. The church experienced times of
growth and moments of decline, but they

rose to the challenges and worked to renew
and revitalize the ministry of the church
and proclaim God’s glory in all they did.
They served, they sacrificed, and they give
their all to make the moments we fondly
reflect upon today.
We too face our own challenges and
struggles in the same way early church
members and leaders did. With God’s guidance and the direction of the Holy Spirit we
too can meet the challenge and fulfill God’s
purposes in our time, in this place where
God has planted us to grow and thrive. We
are called to “make disciples” and to “strive
first for the Kingdom of God,” to share the
stories of faith found in scripture and in the
lives of the great cloud of witnesses who
have come before us.
The Prophet Ezekiel’s call from God was
not an easy one when God says, “The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am
sending you to them, and you shall say to
them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” (Ezek. 2:40)
Why would God send us among a people
who have proved stubborn and difficult?
The reason is that once you look into the
face of Christ, the Son of the Living God
and know this truly is where life is to be
found, you can do nothing else. As God
says to Ezekiel, “Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious
house), they shall know that there has been
a prophet among them.” Our call is to proclaim Jesus Christ risen, whether they hear
or refuse to hear they will know there were
disciples of Jesus Christ in their midst and
the kingdom of God has come near.
Throughout the life of the McClellandtown
Presbyterian Church, the faithfulness of numerous people who served, sacrificed, and
gave their all, made the church a vital witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ to the
community around us. When future generations celebrate our bicentennial, may they
remember and reflect upon our faithfulness,
courage, persistence, and love. “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)
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“In the upland County of Fayette, in
Western Pennsylvania, a short mile
almost due West from the little village of McClellandtown, in sight of
the picturesque Hills of the beautiful
Monongahela, stands the Presbyterian Church of McClellandtown. It is
surrounded by a rich farming community. Land is rolling, well watered
and fertile the people are industrious,
prosperous and happy." - Taken from a
history
of
McClellandtown
Presbyterian
Church written by Elder George Porter, 1889.

Prior to 1839
th

As we celebrate our 175 anniversary as
a church during 2014, we mark the official
date of November 23, 1839, in which, the
Presbytery of Redstone formally organized
the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church.
Prior to November 23, 1839, Presbyterians
and people of the Reformed Theological
Tradition were worshiping in German Township for over fifty years. Some of the earliest families and individuals arrived a few
years before the American Revolution. According to available family records people
were worshiping in German Township along
Brown’s Run as early as 1773.
Prior to the American Revolution, the only officially recognized church was the
Church of England, even though thousands
of Presbyterians, Lutherans, Quakers, Baptists and other denominations had arrived
during the American colonial period. Prior
to the American Revolution, a pastor of another denomination had to gain the permission of the Church of England to preach,
lead worship and perform other pastoral
duties, such as, marriages. Gaining permission was not easy and most Presbyterians and others moved their families west of
the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia and
west of the Allegheny Mountains to escape
the influence of the Church of England.
They determined the officials would not
wish to travel to the areas considered the
western frontier at the time to enforce the
law. Also, the government officials wanted

these regions settled and would often overlook their religious practices.
The main migration of people to this region of Fayette County, Pennsylvania occurred after the end of the American Revolution. Veterans of the American Revolution
were given land grants to properties here in
Fayette County and other regions west of
the Allegheny Mountains. Some of those
early settlers are buried in our church cemetery and Jacobs Lutheran Church Cemetery.
These land grants to veterans were given
to encourage them to expand our new nation. The existence of trails, like the Nemacolin Trail (an old Indian Trail) and the Braddock’s Road constructed in 1755, though
not easy to travel, these early trails and
roads did provide a path over the mountains for settling this region of the country.
Many Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, Lutherans and Baptists had already settled the
lands west of the Allegheny Mountains and
in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia.
Eventually a high concentration of Presbyterians would be found in western Pennsylvania and in the western sections of Virginia
in the Shenandoah Valley.
One of the early families in German
Township who were adherents of Reformed
Christianity were Barbara and Jacob Franks.
Barbara Brandenberg Franks was born in
1741. She was a native of Alsace Lorraine.
This province was part of the complex of
(Continued on page 7)
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German princely States and Duchies of the
post-feudal, post-Reformation Germany
which remained under Roman Catholic control after the Thirty Years’ War. This region
had bounced back and forth between the
German and French rule for centuries.
Barbara Brandenberg came to America in
1754 and remained in Baltimore, Maryland,
as an indentured servant for three years.
She later married Jacob Franks and in 1764
they crossed the Allegheny Mountains to
help begin one of the earliest pioneer settlements in German Township, along
Brown’s Run.
Other families eventually
moved to the area, but few churches or
pastors were present. In the winter of
1766, using an Episcopalian burial service,
Barbara Brandenberg Franks conducted the
first recorded funeral for the one year old
child, Elizabeth Riffle, the daughter of Andrew and Abagail Riffle.
Jacob Franks was strong as a Lutheran
and Barbara Brandenberg Franks was a
strong German Reformed Christian. Each’s
reformed theological traditions caused them
to be persecuted in Europe in the bitterness
that had been prevailed between Roman
Catholics and Protestants.
Barbara Brandenberg Franks was pictured as a tiny woman, a fair appearance
and great wiry strength. She was called
“sweet singer of the wilderness.” She apparently brought a small child across the
mountains. The family record states that
they traveled on foot and forded many
streams and rivers deep enough that the
child had to be held high over her head to
avoid drowning.
In German Township, Fayette County,
Pennsylvania, Barbara Brandenberg Franks
was recognized as the leader and organizer
of the German Reformed Church, occasionally called “Calvinistic Lutherans”.
According to family history, Barbara and
Jacob Franks evidently felt strongly that
church and school were important. When
Jacob Franks received a Land Grant, officially in 1785, a separate log church and
schoolhouse were built on land given by

him at the present site of Jacob’s Lutheran
Church. The log blockhouse which served as
church and school was called “German
Meeting House”. Mrs. Franks taught school
and conducted German Reformed services
of worship in this log church.

The Tale of Two Hills
On the hill, above Leckrone, stands the
Jacobs Lutheran Church. People began worshiping there in the early 1770’s. Two different congregations were meeting and
worshiping together upon this hill. One was
a group of Lutheran’s and the other identified themselves with the reformed theological traditions (but most likely thought of themselves as Presbyterians) who were often mentioned as being “Calvinist Lutherans.” One
of the first official documents about the existence of these two groups was an agreement in July 31, 1773.
In unpublished writings of a Rev. Martin
Luther Peters, a former pastor of Jacobs Lutheran Church, courtesy of Mrs. Ruth
Franks, Rev. Peters writes the following:
“Year after year, other German families settled here in what becomes German Township. As they were members of
the Lutheran and German Reformed
churches, they erected a log house for
church and parochial school in 1768;
and, there they met to worship God in
the language of the Fatherland long before they had a pastor.”
Rev. Peter’s record tells that the Rev.
Conrad Bucher, a German reformed clergyman, visited the Redstone country in 1764;
the same year in which the Franks–
Brandenberg family settled along Brown’s
Run. In 1765, a Lutheran Congregation began worship.
The Franks Family record shows the
building of the log blockhouse, three years
later (November 1768) when Rev. Bucher
made a second visit. Perhaps he had guided
Mrs. Franks in the proper way to begin a
(Continued on page 8)

McClellandtown Presbyterian Church History — 2014 — Page 7

(Continued from page 7)

German Reformed Congregation during either or both of these visits.
Rev. Peters indicates that the log church
was built in 1773. Perhaps that is because
of the documented Congregational Meeting
of the same year that he favors this date.
He claimed that the Jacobs Lutheran Church
was organized in 1761. But, if the Franks
Family record is correct this earlier date is
in error. The Rev. Mr. Peters also writes
that the Reformed Church was organized by
the year when the following agreement was
made in 1773.
In a Congregational Meeting of both Lutherans and Reformed individuals held in
the log blockhouse, used for both church
and school; or in a log church. Rev. Peters
cites a document “in our possession” in the
archives of the Lutheran Synod of Pittsburgh. The meeting produced the following
document (Rev. Peters translation from German):

“The condition of this agreement is
that the Lutheran congregation shall
have as much right to the church as the
Reformed congregation. If the congregation should become too strong and
should a dispute arise, then both congregations must build another church in
the same form as this; and, our Reformed congregation binds itself, for fifty

A replica of the First Old Log Church of the Jacobs
Lutheran Church, where early members of the
Presbyterian Church would come from years later.

pounds, Pennsylvania current money,
and no minister shall come into the
churches unless he has been ordained
by
other
ministers.
Which
we
acknowledge with our hands.” – John Ertman, Jacob Reich, and
(Dated July 31, 1773).

Casper

Bohner.

On a different hill in German Township,
west of McClellandtown worship services
were held on what was to be called “Church
Hill.”
Presbyterian ministers from surrounding Presbyterian Churches began
holding worship services around 1813.
Among the first that was mentioned by historians was Rev. George Van Emon who
was pastor of New Providence and Jefferson
Presbyterian
Churches,
beginning
on
Church Hill in October, 1820, and continuing until April, 1835. How often he came to
McClellandtown is not known, but there is
record of his preaching here, even before
he was called to New Providence (Old
Glade) Presbyterian in Greene County.
Some records indicate his preaching in
McClellandtown as far back as 1813.
Following Rev. Van Emon came Rev.
Beeber (sometimes spelled Baber), and
preaching was conducted in the old log
schoolhouse, which then stood on the farm
of Elias Parshall. Communion services were
held in the woods nearby, on the farm of
James A. Weltner and owned later in 1939
by Mr. J. K. Given.
Two sermons were delivered on each day
of preaching, morning and evening in winter, and in summer in daytime with the interval of two hours between sermons. The
minister traveled from the old Glades (New
Providence) church in Greene County. This
arrangement continued until 1837, when
the Rev. Samuel Wilson, then a young man,
preached for the people in the old brick
Baptist Church, near the old log schoolhouse, within easy reach of our present
church. The Rev. Wilson continued preaching in the log schoolhouse until our church
was organized in 1839, when he became
(Continued on page 9)
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the Stated Supply Pastor, then officially became the first installed pastor in 1841. This
ambitious young minister also preached at
Masontown and taught school in Uniontown.
He later added Dunlap’s Creek to his charge
and discontinued preaching in Masontown.
Any individual reading the early accounts
of worship activities among Presbyterians
and other reformed theological people in
German Township might wonder why, did
no one officially establish a Presbyterian
Church prior to 1839.
Whatever liaison or encouragement came
from the German Reformed Congregation
for the organization of the Presbyterian
Church at McClellandtown cannot be documented. Since a mere three miles separated the sites of Jacobs Lutheran Church on
the Franks’ Land Grant from Church Hill,
where the McClellandtown Presbyterian
Church is now, it would seem likely that informal discussion did take place. The nature of the merger by the German Reformed people with the McClellandtown
Presbyterian Church is not well documented
or recorded in any available family records,
but it seems that one factor may account
for why no formal request for a Presbyterian Church came prior to 1839.
In German Township, Barbara Brandenberg Franks was recognized as the leader
and organizer of the German Reformed
Church. It is recorded in the family history
that she was a member of that church for
over 60 years. Barbara Franks was well respected by both groups within the community. It is a tribute to the family solidarity
in the character of Jacob and Barbara Brandenberg-Franks that there is no further record of the organization of another Reformed
or Presbyterian Church in the immediate
area until 1839. It may be noted that Barbara Brandenberg Franks, a community
leader in the Reform Congregation died May
12, 1839, at the age of 98. This writer believes that the Presbyterians out of respect
for Mrs. Franks delayed making any re-

Grave stone for Barbara Brandenburg Franks in
Jacobs Lutheran Church Cemetery

quests to establish a Presbyterian Church
from Redstone Presbytery until after her
death.
Following the death of Mrs. Franks, 39
Presbyterians from German Township petitioned the Presbytery of Redstone and
asked for the establishment of a Presbyterian Church here on Church Hill west of
McClellandtown. Among the charter members listed in Mary Murphy’s 1939 history of
the church reveals a constituency of Scotch
-Irish, English, and German settlers.
Before the official ending of the relationship between McClellandtown Presbyterian
Church and Jacob’s Lutheran, there was
one final agreement of note between the
members at Jacobs Lutheran in 1790. The
agreement included the following: “Both
congregations have the same right to hold
Services and contribute to building and
church support, and vote for the Election of
Preachers. Both congregations shall have
two Deacons or Almstakers, elected every
two years. Both congregations shall have at
least four Elders to constitute a Church
Council. Both churches shall have one Trustee to handle money." - Signed the 10th Sunday after “Trinity", 1790.

In the history of the Southern Lutheran
Conference – it is recorded that the one remaining Reformed member of this Council
formed in 1790, Jacob Deffenbaugh relin(Continued on page 10)
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Old Church Cannon
Between World War 1 and World War 2, a
cannon sat in the front of the church as seen
in the photo on the left. The cannon was
given to the church following WW 1 as a part
of surplus material. The cannon served as a
memorial to veterans buried in the church
cemetery. During WW 2, when the need for
metal grew the cannon was given for the war
effort. The bronze plaque currently resting
in the front yard of the church in memory of
the veterans buried in the cemetery was removed from the cannon, Allen Monument donated a stone and refurnished
the bronze plaque, as it now appears.
The plaque reads: “To the Memory of
those who served their country and
who rest in this churchyard.”
The
church time capsule for the bicentennial in 2039 is buried two feet behind
this memorial stone.

(Continued from page 9)

quished all claim on the land; but, retained
the right to interest in the church – if able to
build up the congregation…. signed November 18, 1843. Note: Jacob Deffenbaugh is
the same man who donated the land on
which the McClellandtown Presbyterian
Church was built and he informed the council
of the intent to relinquish their claim after it
was decided to build a church building on
Church Hill. (Jacob Deffenbaugh is buried in
the church cemetery, (1776-1854) just east
of the south end of the church, according to
the marker, he was called “Big Jake.”)
In 1854, Jacob’s Church was firmly established on a Lutheran basis by the Constitution. This seems to have ended any reformed
wing on an official basis sharing property
with Jacobs Lutheran.
The preamble of the 1854 Lutheran Constitution reads: “Whereas, the German Reformed Congregation in this vicinity is now

extinct, and therefore cannot be an integral
part of the Congregation worshiping in
Jacob’s church; and,...”.

Historical Tidbits
December 5, 1915: Session met after
worship services and adjourned to the river for baptism by immersion for six new
members. Rev. Charles O. Bemies was
the pastor.
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What was Happening in 1839?
As we look back to remember our 175 years and more of history of the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church’s, we need to
recognize that our church did not come into existence in a vacuum. The developing history of our nation, our county and
larger church is inter-related to the history of our church’s and
its formation in Fayette County, Pennsylvania. Just as two different groups of reformed theological people were worshipping
on two separate hills in German Township, other events and
history was taking shape in other parts our country.
In 1839, the Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia
was founded which 25 years later would play a significant role
in the American Civil War. Later in 1901, Uniontown native,
George C. Marshall would graduate from VMI.
The Presidential Campaign of 1839 was taking shape in
our nation with the familiar campaign slogan, “Tippecanoe
and Tyler Too.” William Henry Harrison and John Tyler
were nominated as the Whig candidates for U.S. President
and Vice President at the Zion Lutheran Church in Harrisburg, PA. Harrisburg was the smallest town to ever host a
U.S. Presidential convention.
A year later John Tyler
would become the tenth President of the United States and
the first vice-president to become the president after the
death
of
William
Henry Harrison a
month following his
inauguration.
Capt. Anderson “Devil Anse” Hatfield from the infamous
Hatfield and McCoy Feuds in WV and KY was born in 1839
in Logan County, WV.
The First Cast Iron Bridge built in the U.S. was completed in 1839 on the National Road just north of McClellandtown in Brownsville over Dunlap’s Creek and still
stands today.

Historical Tidbits
Historical Tidbits
Redstone Presbytery is said to have taken
its name from the rocks on the banks of
Redstone Creek, one mile below Brownsville. It is supposed that a vein of coal in
that locality was set on fire at an early
day; either by Indians or by friction
caused by landslide in the course of time
the fire died out leaving the banks reddened by its heat.

From the session minutes, 1850: a man
was charged with the sin of using spirituous liquor to an extent that produced intoxication. Being requested, he appeared
before the session, acknowledged his sin,
declared his sorrow, and promised by the
grace of God strengthening him, he would
drink no more liquor as long as he lived.
After a solemn admonition by the Moderator, it was resolved that the case should
be reported to the church congregation by
the pastor on the following Sabbath.
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Samuel Wilson, who was installed May 19,
1841. He served both McClellandtown and
the Dunlap’s Creek congregation.

First Installed Pastor

Rev. Samuel Wilson
(Supply Pastor 1837-1841,
Installed Pastor, 1841-1869)

About the year 1837, Rev. Samuel Wilson,
who was then a young man began preaching
at the old brick Baptist Church which was
close to the schoolhouse on what is now
known as Church Hill.

Long-time Church Members William Brown & Delbert Yutsy
Photo taken at Homecoming September 14, 2014

The Church’s Founding

November 23, 1839

In 1839, after the request to establish a
Presbyterian Church in German Township,
the Presbytery of Redstone appointed the
Rev. William Johnson, the Rev. A. G.
Fairchild, and the Rev. Samuel Wilson to organize a church.
On November 23, 1839, this committee
convened at the Baptist Church on the Hill
west of McClellandtown to execute the will of
Presbytery. After a sermon by the Rev. Mr.
Fairchild, with the Rev. Samuel Wilson presiding, they proceeded to formally organize
the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church.
Thomas Wilson, Samuel Gettys, William
Grove, Joseph Deffenbaugh, and Elisha
Laughead were elected the first Ruling Elders.
The settlers of the little village of McClellandtown, founded by William McClelland
who died in 1815, finally had their own Presbyterian Church. Ellis in his “History of a
Fayette County” recorded that the village
was “situated in the midst of a good moral
and industrious people, and in a rich country".
The first regular pastor of the newly organized Presbyterian Church was the Rev.

The Rev. Wilson was described as a large
man of commanding presence, had entered
into the ministry here with great enthusiasm. He served energetically for a period of
more than thirty years, and history records
that he ministered acceptably to his parishioners “in season and out of season". He was
loved and much respected by all who knew
him.
He prided himself on his punctuality, and
the congregation could rest assured that on
the morning of preaching he would be in the
pulpit, ready to begin the service at 11
o’clock. If a little early, he might be seen sitting upright in the saddle and riding toward
the church in fine shape. However, if
pressed for time, he might be observed
leaning forward and tapping his horse each
step of the way, with the old-fashioned cowhide which everyone carried who rode horseback at that time.
Rev. Wilson’s style of preaching and his
manner in the pulpit at that time were
looked upon as being perfect. He always
read his sermon from full manuscripts. They
were well prepared and thoroughly Presbyterian in all their details. Whatever he did
was always well done.

Historical Tidbits
On Easter Sunday, April 13, 1952 during
worship fifteen children and one adult
were baptized.
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First Church Building
Worship, until 1843, was conducted either
in the old log school house or in the old brick
Baptist Church. Soon it became apparent
that a church building of their own was
needed by the ever-growing congregation.
At a congregational meeting in 1843, the
congregation resolved to build their own
church building. Jacob Deffenbaugh donated
the land in the Northwest corner of his farm
and this location was fixed as the site for the
new edifice. David Kaufman, John Wilson,
Isaac Core, and John Weltner were appointed to collect funds and supervise the erection of a brick building.
In early accounts of this first house of
worship, it is described as having two doors
in the south end of the building. This arrangement was typical of early Presbyterian
and other churches, since men and women
did not enter through the same door nor did
they sit together during worship. The male
members of the congregation, with commendable pride and safety, entered the upper door on the east side with an easy step,
since this side of the church was closer to
ground level. The female members entered
through the lower doors on the west side
with a higher elevation to the door as best
they could on rickety logs which served as
steps as an approach to the lower entrance
door.
The congregation was very Puritan and
exclusive when once in the church; the
males occupied one side, and the females
the other – with a strong division between
the two sexes. If by chance a stranger entered the wrong door and seated himself
with the opposite sex, the gravity of the congregation was disturbed and it was looked
upon as a huge joke.
The pulpit was at the north end of the
sanctuary and elevated. It was reached by a
flight of three or four steps and a small door
shut off the preacher from the people. The
roof was supported by six wood columns, on

which hung 10 candleholders for the common tallow dip. More style was designed in
the light for the pulpit, as glass candlesticks
were used there. The janitor’s duty was to
tiptoe around the pulpit and by the wood pillars, and snuff out the candles carefully and
solemnly with a pair of old-fashioned snuffers; generally snuffing out about half the
candles and lighting them at their nearest
neighbors.
Since, this was a time in the church before hymn books, the clerk stood meekly in
front of the pulpit, ready to start the meter
and “line out" the hymns. The minister read
the first two lines and then handed the book
over and down to the clerk, who then started the music and did the rest of the lining
out.
Note: Tallow once w as w idely used to
make moulded candles before more convenient
wax varieties became available. These were often
homemade, moulded tallow candles, the "tallow
dip", a strip of burning cloth in a saucer of tallow
grease was an accessible substitute.
The wicks were made from twisted threads of
flax, cotton, or hemp, and didn't burn nearly as
well as our modern wicks. Trimming the wick to
get rid of "candle snuffs" was an important part
of keeping your candle burning well. If you didn't
attend to it, the candle could get too hot, melt
too much fat and send it streaming wastefully
and messily down the sides - known as guttering.
Smoking and excessive smell could also be improved by careful trimming.
Candle snuffers were not primarily for extinguishing the candle. Snuffers were like scissors
(or nippers) for cutting off excess sooty thread. A
sharp point was useful for spearing any scraps of
burnt wick that fell into the hot tallow. The snuffers often had a box to catch those clipped
threads, the "snuffs". I guess you had to be experienced to make the trimmings fall neatly into
the box! Snuffers were sometimes called snuffer
boxes or box snuffers.

Historical Tidbits
July 14, 1907: A church homecoming picnic was planned.
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Protracted meetings were held immediately after the dedication, and continued until April 14. Mr. Wilson was assisted in these
meetings by The Rev. H. O. Rosborough, The
Rev. J. N. Stephenson, and The Rev. Jesse
Adams. Up until this time the growth of the
church had been slow but steady. During the
last part of Rev. Wilson’s pastorate, a special
outpouring of God’s Spirit brought scores into the fold. At the dedication of the new
house of worship in 1867 there seemed to
be feeling of deep interest in the meetings.

The Second Church Building
In the fall of 1864, the first church building was destroyed by fire along with many of
the early church records. This was a severe
loss, but with a firm reliance on divine blessing the little congregation set to work to rebuild the Church. At a Called Meeting of the
Congregation on April 12, 1865 – it was resolved to build on the same site. (It should
be noted that this date is three days after
Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox
Courthouse, Virginia and three days before
the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, to
give some historical perspective to this
church event.)

A committee, consisting of John Wilson,
Hugh Gilmore, Conrad Deffenbaugh, and
Isaac P. Kendall, was appointed to supervise
the erection of the new church. The committee must have made good time, for the new
church was dedicated on February 15, 1867.
At the dedication service, the Rev. David
McKinney preached in the morning from the
Scripture Psalm 27:4 – “one thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the
Lord and to inquire in his Temple.” The Rev.
Hugh O. Rosborough and the Rev. Henry
Acker of the Lutheran Church assisted in the
Morning Services. Dr. Samuel Wilson
preached in the evening.

On April 14, 1867, there was the largest
assembly gathered before on the grounds,
and the largest number at communion. The
“Great Commission" followed each meeting,
but on April 14, forty persons united with the
church on Profession of Faith; with the Rev.
H. O. Rosborough assisting at the meetings.
This was, indeed, a day long to be remembered in the history of the church, and Rev.
Wilson’s efforts were seen and felt in this
community for many years to come.
During the pastorate of the Rev. Samuel
Wilson, Redstone Presbytery held a regular
session in our little church, which was quite
an event in her history.
Dr. Samuel Wilson resigned in 1869. He
was lamented by all, for he had been the
spiritual father of nearly the whole congregation; and, Elder George Porter wrote that
“his memory will always be green in the
hearts of the people."
No records were
found indicating where Rev. Wilson went after leaving McClellandtown.
Rev. Wilson
served as pastor during the entire life of the
first church building and was pastor during
the construction of the second building which
makes up the majority of the current building.
Note: Rev. Hugh O. Rosborough w as
pastor of the Parish of Churches consisting
of Old Frame (Smithfield); Mount Moriah
(Point Marion); Smithfield; and the New Geneva Presbyterian Churches. Rev. Jesse Adams was pastor of the Masontown Presbyterian Church.
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Letter dated September 5, 2014
Dear Rev. McDermott
Bob and Jami McCahill gave me a recent church bulletin telling about your
Homecoming plans. I would like to share
some of my memories of Church Hill with
you.
My family moved to McKinley Avenue in
McClellandtown when I was in the second
grade and remained there until I graduated from German Township High School.
(1938–1949) It was very good fortune to
become best friends then with Betty Lee
Stoy. Her family attended Church Hill and
often picked me up to go with them.
Church Hill and the people in McClellandtown were a very big influence on me
during that time. (Betty Lee later became my
sister-in-law and a very welcome and loved
member of our family.)

It was also my good fortune to have
Rev. and Mrs. Hunter living in the church
manse next door to us. The Sunshine
Chapel was attached to their house. Various meetings and Sunday evening services were held in the chapel. Often, during the warm months, beautiful hymns
and music would come through the open
windows to be appreciated by all. Mrs.
Hunter was just a beautiful person. We
would often go to her house for ice or to
use her phone. She would often have us
into play a board game called Cootie and
she would even come out in the alley and
jump rope with us. I can never remember
her being agitated with any of us. The
Chapel was also used by the 4-H club for
its meetings and yearly round-up. At
times when groups needed the kitchen
(which is really part of her house) she would
vacate the kitchen and let us use it for the
time needed. She never complained about
this. She was wonderful. Only one drawback to living next door-if I missed church
and Sunday school and wanted to go out,
I was very leery of Rev. Hunter seeing me
and knowing I had played hooky! Rev.
Hunter was the minister at Church Hill by
entire time there. He married my husband

and me in the Sunshine Chapel in 1953.

The Sunday School classes at the time
were very educational and lively, most notably the one taught by Marjorie Hartford.
They had many good lessons and discussions that helped shape our faith. We had
class meetings and parties. Bible School
during the summer took place over two
weeks in the mornings. We met together
and began each day with the singing of
many songs appropriate for our age. I still
know many of them. Mrs. Catherine Dye
played the piano and Rev. Hunter’s rich
singing voice kept us on key. Then we had
classes which included memorizing many
biblical things and also crafts. At the end of
two weeks, a big well attended program
was held in the church where we could
“show off” what we had learned. Christian
endeavor was held each Sunday evening.
We planned the programs and sang
hymns. Often we would have to go across
the street and ask Mrs. Shuss to come and
play the piano for us.
After graduation, I went on to college,
got married, spent 28 years as a part of a
military family and now have lived almost
35 years in Harrisburg. Despite the time
and distance between me and Church Hill
(now
called
McClellandtown
Presbyterian
Church), I have never forgot my time there.

I am so great grateful to have had that
time. There were always be a special place
in my heart for Church Hill and the wonderful people of McClellandtown.
May God richly bless you as the pastor
and may Church Hill church continue to
serve God. Have a wonderful homecoming.
Sincerely, Berandette McCahill Kreiser

Historical Tidbits
1907: The Cumberland Presbyterian Church
of McClellandtown formed a union with the
McClellandtown United Presbyterian Church.
The membership transferred either to McClellandtown or New Salem Presbyterian and
funds from the sale of property was divided
between New Salem and McClellandtown.
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Sabbath School

Grove Class Members in 1967

or Sunday School
According to a history of the
church from 1939, mention is
made of early schools in German
Township because these often
related to the establishment of
early churches.
In these accounts the first property deeds
which conveyed land to the
school directors of German Township were recorded in 1838, but
from other sources we learn of
schools which existed in the
township long before that date.
The school directors in 1839 were
listed as Nathaniel Darrall, Jeremiah Kendall, Jr., Isaac Smith,
Lewis Campbell, David Jennings,
and Solomon Altman.
W.L. Moore who was 83 years old in 1939
and a resident of Church Hill, stated that his
father attended school in 1821 in the log
school house erected on lands purchased by
the Township from William Moore. This is
reputed to have been the first school building in German Township and one of the first
public schools west of the mountains. It is
also reported that this building housed the
first Presbyterian Sunday School organized
west of the Alleghenies; this Sunday School
first met in 1820, though accounts from other churches in the Presbytery cast doubts
that this was one of the first. Mr. Moore, a
descendent of William Moore who was a
trustee for the township when the building
was erected, states that his father told him
that this pioneer school house had no floor,
and that straw covered the ground within its
walls.
According to the same source, one of two
deeds transacted by the school directors in
German Township was a deed for land
owned by Elias and Mary Parshall. The land
was given “in consideration of the old school,
the stove, and land on which the house
stood.” The stone building erected as a result of this transaction still existed in 1939
on Church Hill and was being used as a pri-

vate residence. Later, sources indicated that
this house had burned to the ground sometime prior to 1969, but exact year unknown
and was somewhere near the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church, most likely to
the northeast of the church.
According to the church history of 1939, a
Sabbath School was established in 1845,
just six years after the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church was formed. Samuel Gettys
was named as the first superintendent, Jacob Deffenbaugh, Hugh Gilmore, and George
Porter succeeded in that order as superintendents.
Classes were held during the
summer months only and, in spite of many
setbacks, the small school survived.
Sometimes, the school had almost died
out and then again it was revived and taken
on new life and energy; and, as of 1889, Elder George Porter wrote that “it was in excellent condition. The amount of good this
school has done, and is now doing, can only
be known when eternity shall reveal all
things.”
A report from November 20, 1892, stated
that for the third quarter of that year the av(Continued on page 17)

McClellandtown Presbyterian Church History — 2014 — Page 16

(Continued from page 16)

erage attendance was 39 and
the average offering was
$.42. It was also noted in
this report that Nov. 20
would be the last Sunday of
the Sabbath School season
and classes would resume on
the first Sunday of April,
1893. Year round Sunday
school started around 1906–
1908 some classes being held
in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in McClellandtown.
Early history of some of
the present day classes is rather sketchy as they were
originally known only as a
number (Class #1–#11) instead of by a class
name. The Light and Law class (Men’s Bible
class) dates back to the early 1900’s. Earliest
records of the Sunshine Class (Woman’s class
– high school girls of their day) from 1925 indicated that H. G. Sangston and Mr. R.E.
Rudisill were among the early teachers. The
Sunshine Class was noted for its many oyster, spaghetti and turkey suppers which
helped support the work of our church as
well as promoting fellowship within the community. The Lina Bemies Class (Women’s
Class) was established in 1911 and was
named for the pastor’s wife, Rev. Charles O.
Bemies.

Mrs. Forgen and one of her Sunday School Classes

After World War II when many
veterans are returning from
Military service, a need for a
young adult class became evident. Mr. Porter Grove, a
teacher of the Light and Law
Class, met with Session to
seek its approval for establishing the new class. On March
13, 1950, the new class met
for the first time and elected
Mr. Grove as its teacher. There
were 19 charter members present. During those years, before the additional classrooms
were added to the church
building, the group met at the
Sunshine Chapel in McClellandtown for Sunday school classes, then
drove to the church for morning worship services. Over the years the Grove Class has
been quite active in sponsoring many events
in the church notably the annual Strawberry
Festival. Also the Grove Class held annual
banquets for which many photographs of
these events exist to help record the history
of the individuals within the church’s life.
The beginning of a Searchers Class was for
adults new to the life of the church. This
group of younger adults provided welcome
assistance to the aging classes in many of its
ventures. Rev. Art Mason was the first teacher when the class was organized
Many dedicated Sunday school
teachers over the years have
served the church. Due to incomplete records the names of all these
people who have faithfully served
the church’s teachers and Sunday
school is not complete. However, it
is to be noted that Mrs. Betty
Forgen completed 39 years of continuous teaching, mostly in the
nursery and kindergarten departments. Many of the current church
members have fond memories of
being in Mrs. Forgen’s class.
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Rev. James Fulton (1869-1878)
Rev. James Fulton was called to the local
church in the fall of 1869 following the end
of Rev. Wilson’s pastorate. During Rev. Fulton’s pastorate, the same yoked charge continued with Dunlap’s Creek and McClellandtown Presbyterian Churches. Rev. Mr.
Fulton was a man of deep piety and earnestness.
He generally read his sermons,
though, he was seen and heard to best advantage when he spoke without notes. His
theme was a Personal Savior, the certainty
of punishment for sin, and the all-powerful
love of Christ for a world lost in wickedness.
The Rev. Fulton resigned his position as
pastor in 1878 and at this time the Dunlap’s
Creek Church notified McClellandtown Presbyterian Church of their intention to ask
Redstone Presbytery to dissolve the relationship of the churches, as Dunlap’s Creek had
decided to call their own full-time pastor.

Following the end of the yoked relationship with Dunlap’s Creek, the McClellandtown Church formed a yoked relationship with the Tent and Fairchance Presbyterian Churches. The church was rededicated
on August 4, 1878.

The church choir during the time of Dr. Daniels pastorate.

Historical Tidbits
1895–1901: No Session minutes can be
found for these years.
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Rev. S. S. Bergen (1879-1882)
The Rev. S. S. Bergen assumed pastorate
on April 1, 1879. He served the three
churches of Tent, Fairchance, and McClellandtown. The Rev. Bergen was most active
in burnishing up the church, both on the outside and inside. Through his efforts, a new
roof was put on the church and new lamps
hung in the sanctuary.
Rev. Bergen was a popular man in the
congregation. He was an earnest talker and
expounder of the Scriptures, almost invariably reading his sermons. His strong points
were the punishment of men for ingratitude,
carelessness, listlessness, and allowing
themselves to drift unprepared into eternity,
knowing better. In April, 1882, the Rev. Mr.
Bergen was dismissed by Presbytery, at his
own request.
Ellis, in his “History of Fayette County”,
relates that in 1882 the population of
McClellandtown was 100 persons. The village
at the time contained a post office, two
stores, three blacksmith shops, two wagon
makers, two saddlers, a buggy shop, several
shoemakers, cobblers, and millwrights. Several fine residences had been erected, and
more work to be added soon.
The census of 1880 gave the population of
German Township as 1,834; this included 90
in the village of McClellandtown. Also, records show that in 1882 there were 11 one
room schools in German Township, with the
pupil enrollment of 461.
Ellis continues to write that; “Thus, it was
evident that in the latter part of the 19th
century that this Presbyterian Church of
McClellandtown, located on the hill above
the little village in sight of the picturesque
hills of the Monongahela, was growing and
produced some fine citizens. Our little town
was active, too; McClellandtown was the
birthplace of the Hon. Andrew Stewart and
the Hon. Henry Clay Dean, William E. Crow,
(1870-1922) who later became a U.S. Senator, and also W. Cook McKean, nationally–
acclaimed criminal lawyer. This rich farming
community, well watered and very fertile,

showed a vitality in both its religious and
economic life.”
The Presbyterian Church on the Hill continued to be a source of religious nurture in
those last decades of the 19th century. During the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Bergen, a
second meeting of Redstone Presbytery was
held here.

Rev. Malachi C. Bailey

(1882-1890)

In
May,
1882, the Rev.
Malachi C. Bailey, a member
of the Presbytery of Carlisle,
supplied
the
pulpit and received a call to
serve
this
church, in connection
with
Tent and Fairchance; giving
the
McClellandtown
church
the
morning service every other Sunday. His
annual salary as pastor was $300 from each
of the three churches. The Rev. Bailey accepted the call, and began his work here on
June 22, 1882. On October 30, 1882, he
was installed by a committee consisting of
the Rev. H. O. Rosborough and the Rev. S.
A. Milholland. In a history from Tent Presbyterian it was said: “The winter following this
installation the church experienced a delightful work of grace.” During the pastorate of
Rev. Bailey over 20 more church members
were added to McClellandtown.
The Rev. Bailey was a red-haired Scotsman with a brain that worked like lightning,
and a tongue that could keep pace with it.
Elder George Porter stated that Rev. Bailey’s
style of oratory differed from all who preceded him. He spoke on all occasions without
notes, threw his whole soul into his theme,
(Continued on page 20)
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Rev. Kiddoo P. Simmons
(1892-1895)
A Congregational meeting was held on
March 20, 1892 to call the Rev. K. P. Simmons as pastor. Rev. Simmons call was to
preach on alternate Sundays with Smithfield
and Old Frame Presbyterian Churches. His
salary was set at $300 a year from each
church.

Gravestone for Malachi Bailey (left) and his wife, Agnes (right)
at the Tent Presbyterian Church Cemetery
(Continued from page 19)

and when fully aroused fairly pounded his
thoughts into his hearers. Rev. Bailey’s great
idea was that prophecy was being fulfilled at
that time in this country. He once stated that
this is the limit of “Westward,” that the “star
of Empire” can go no farther, that here God
intends to display his power and that the
history now making and to be made in the
very near future, will be momentous import
and more wonderful than all that is gone before or will come after.
Large crowds always assembled to hear
him, for his sermons were full of clear
thought out spirituality. He was dramatic,
humorous and eloquent. He is said to have
made the following statement: “if you go to
the city, wear your best coat; but, if you go
to the country, take your best sermon."
Rev. Bailey was a tireless worker, serving
the three congregations and, sometimes he
would preach at Core’s schoolhouse in High
House on his way home to Fairchance after
leaving McClellandtown, before Grace Chapel
Presbyterian Church was built in High House.
He kept up this strenuous work for eight
years, when he contracted typhoid fever and
died in 1890 at the age of 43 years. He and
his wife, Agnes Murdoch Bailey (1861-1942)
are buried in the Tent Presbyterian Church
Cemetery.

Rev. Kiddoo P. Simmons was installed on
May 26, 1892. He lived in Smithfield and
served the newly organized church in Smithfield, in addition to Old Frame and McClellandtown. He was fresh from the seminary
and this was his first charge. The Rev. Mr.
Simmons impressed his congregation with
his preaching and personality; and, his parishioners and others throughout the community spoke of
him with loving
and kindly affection. The Rev. Simmons served until
1895, where he
went after McClellandtown is not
recorded.
The following six
years
(1895–
1901), the church
continued to have
regular preaching
with stated supply
ministers.

Historical Tidbits
The church roll on April 1, 1869 listed
131 members.
From the morning Herald newspaper,
April 1, 1931: “while deriving through
some old records of the McClellandtown
Presbyterian Church in German Township,
Horace G. Sangston came across the
handwritten role of officers, teachers and
scholars belonging to the McClellandtown
Sabbath school for the year 1873. Some
112 names were listed.”
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Rev. Charles O. Bemies
(1901-1917)
The Rev. Charles O. Bemies was called on
June 25, 1901, and shortly after his coming
the church was incorporated, and
an endowment fund of $2,500
was initiated by Attorney W.
Cook McKean. The fund was intended for the upkeep and improvement of the cemetery and
the church grounds. Only the interest was to be used and cemetery lots were sold with half the
money derived from the sells to
be added to the endowment
fund. Two additional acres for
the cemetery were purchased at
this time and laid out in lots.
The Pastor’s residence called
traditionally, the manse, was built during
Rev. Mr. Bemies’ pastorate in the town of
McClellandtown. In 1908, Rev. Bemies began work at Ronco when the residents there,
having started a Sunday school in 1906,
called him to preach for them. Through his
efforts, and with the cooperation of the coal
company was formed for all the Ronco people of all denominations, the Ronco Union
Church built July, 1912, and the Rev. Mr.
Bemies continued to preach there until
1917; when he left McClellandtown for the
U.S. Army.
Both Rev. Bemies and his beloved wife,
Mrs. Lina Bemies, labored in this community
with his sincere sense of dedication. In a
1969 history of the church it was stated,
“Many of this generation, remember the Bemies interest and work with the children in
this community. The Ladies Class is named
in honor of Mrs. Lina Bemies.” Both the Rev.
and Mrs. Bemies are buried in the church
cemetery.
Also during the pastorate of the Rev. Mr.
Bemies, a community building – called the
Brotherhood Hall was built. This building was
started in 1907 and finished in 1910. For
some time, it was used to great advantage
for meetings and also athletic games. This

building served well until the German Township High School was built with its splendid
auditorium. The Brotherhood building was
then sold. As of 1969, the building still
stood on Main Street of McClellandtown.
The Cumberland Presbyterian
Church was built in McClellandtown in 1894, and was supplied by preachers from the New
Salem Cumberland Presbyterian
Church until the Union of the
Cumberland Presbyterians with
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.,
in 1906 or 1907. This building
was sold to the German Township school directors for $2000
and the money was equally divided between the New Salem
Presbyterian Church and McClellandtown Church.

Below stone reads: Erected
to the memory of Lina Bemies by the citizens of
McClellandtown who died
1913 “Her works do follow
her”

Rev. Bemies and his
wife are buried in the
church cemetery.
Mrs. Bemies has two
stones the one above
and the one to the
left. The stone to the
left appears to have
been placed by the
citizens of McClellandtown.
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Rev. John H. Moore (1919-20)
The church was without a regular pastor
from 1917 until August, 1919, when the
Rev. John H. Moore was called on July 31,
1919 from New Salem, PA. During his short
time as pastor, eighteen individuals joined
the church. He was dismissed in 1920. No
additional information about Rev. Moore is
available.

Rev. Dr. D.C. White (1921-1925)
In April, 1921, Dr.
D. C. White assumed the pastoral duties. He occasionally
preached at Messmore, and in 1923
he also supplied
the Grace Chapel
and Tent churches.
In 1925, he left
McClellandtown
and continued his
ministry
in
the
Marion Presbyterian Church near Fayette City. The Rev. David
H. Hunter stated that it was largely through
the influence in the teaching of the Rev.
White that he entered the ministry. Rev.
White was always delighted to get back to
McClellandtown homecomings, and he came
sometimes when he was not very well. He
came to the close of his earthly ministry in
Vanderbilt in 1937, where he had been
preaching before he was called to McClellandtown.

In a quote from Elder George Porter’s History
of McClellandtown Presbyterian Church in
1889 he states the following:
“We are glad to say (not boastingly) that
this church has been and now is a blessing
to the community in which it is placed, not
only to Presbyterians, but to the whole
community. The Sabbath school – the union one – welcomes all who come; for the
great work of the church is to save souls.
The great duty seems to be to have the
souls of the children, believing that they,
well-educated morally, are the anchor to
hold our country, not only when rent and
torn by political fury or bloody war, but to
hold it for God and His Christ.”
“During all these long years of prosperity,
we are glad to know our church has not
been distracted and torn by dissensions
and quarrels. Free from scandal and complaining, we thank God that we have
passed so long without any of the scenes
that do so much harm to the cause of religion. Now, while we are thankful for our
present peace and good feeling, let us be
careful for the future and the hand down
this little church with her honor is bright
and untarnished as we found it and as it is
now.”

Rev. T. Ewing Duffield
(1926-1929)
On March 27, 1926, the Rev. T. Ewing
Duffield became pastor of our church. He
served until October 1, 1929; it which time
he resigned his charge. He later was elected
to serve on the Fayette County Poor Board.
He resided in Uniontown until his death on
October 31, 1949.

Oldest church member at the time of our
175th Anniversary is Charles Ball. Mr. Ball
joined the church on October 23, 1927 while
Rev. T.E. Duffield was pastor. Seventeen
others joined the church the same day and
one was named Francis McDermott, which
this writer thought was interesting.
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The McClellandtown Presbyterian Church
records report the church had seen lackluster times, such as, in the year 1887–1888.
The narrative in the church session minutes
for those years stated:
“All the means of grace have been regularly observed the past year. Aside from
this, there is nothing of special interest to
record. Those who bear the heat of the
day are at their posts faithfully and efficient. Some are cold and careless, but on
the other hand we have been encouraged
by the attention of some who until lately
lived worldly lives.
There appears to be an interest in the
truth which we are convinced will bear
precious fruit in God’s time.”
The church also saw good times and great
blessing, as recorded in session minutes the
following year:
“the people have been fruitful and
punctual and their attendance on the
means of grace and in discharging all financial obligations. They receive the truth
with remarkable readiness and apparent
appreciation. There seems to be commendable growth in Grace – considering
the circumstances in which this congregation has been placed for many years,
there is a great reason to be encouraged.”

Manse in McClellandtown and attached to the rear of the
house is the Sunshine Chapel

Rev. David H. Hunter

(1931-1957)

The Rev. David H. Hunter began supplying
the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church in
July, 1931 and was called to the pastorate
here on April 5, 1934. Rev. Hunter served
the yoked churches of McClellandtown and
Tent Presbyterian. In March 1935, the Ronco Union Church asked for services and was
then added to
the
McClellandtown parish.
In May, 1939, a
new mission was
started at Gates
and
preaching
there was conducted
each
Tuesday evening.
Fine interest and
good attendance
were in evidence
at that mining
town.
During the Rev. Hunter’s pastorate, a
basement was built at Church Hill in 1931–
1932. The men of the Light and Law Class
were the sponsors of this project, many of
them donating labor; while the women of
the church served hot dinners to the workers. All of the Sunday school classes cooperated in this effort. The project cost $800 and
much of the labor was donated.
The Sunshine Class then undertook to
raise the money for construction of the
building which was to be called the Sunshine
Chapel in McClellandtown, so that class
meetings, Christian Endeavor, the evening
preaching, and all social meetings could be
held in McClellandtown.
Sunshine Chapel
was attached to the manse; and, it proved
to be a great convenience to all organizations of the church. The chapel was dedicated on November 8, 1936, and at the evening
worship service, it was announced that Sunshine Chapel had been paid for in full. Thus,
a much needed meeting place had been provided and was used almost continuously.
(Continued on page 24)
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(Continued from page 23)

In the spring of 1939, the teachers of the
smaller children in Sunday School expressed
a desire to have the children meet by themselves for the worship program of the Sunday school. Adult members later gave this
idea their attention, and on March 29, 1939,
at a congregational meeting, the assurance
was given by the Sunshine Class that its
members would be willing to sponsor the
building of Sunday School rooms at Church
Hill: the same to be attached to the present
building, and to be built of brick. The work
on this project was begun eleven years later
in 1950 and completed in 1952 at a cost of
$17,722.57. The addition included new
Church School Rooms and the Chancel area.
A second addition, consisting of two more
church school rooms and a vestibule in the
front (southside) of the church, was completed in 1953, at a cost of $12,362.05. The total cost of the two additions at $30,084.62
was paid in full upon completion. Everyone
was asked to give a month salary for the
project and most everyone did so.
The church was presented with a beautiful
Hammond Organ in 1948 by Dr. and Mrs. J.
Holmes Sangston. In 1955, Mrs. Sangston
also presented a beautiful baptismal font in
memory of her sister, Betsy May Leonard,
the same in use today. In 1956, beautiful
stained glass windows were installed at a
cost of $4,700. All of these windows were
memorial gifts.

byterian Church in Detroit, Michigan; where
he served until his death in January 1961.
Mrs. Hunter, loved by all who knew her,
passed away in November 1962. Both the
Rev. and Mrs. Hunter were buried in the
McClellandtown Presbyterian Cemetery on
Church Hill, near the church they loved and
served so faithfully.

Historical Tidbits
On April, 13, 1945 Membership was 293
On April 11, 1946 Membership was 304
At the end of 1949 Membership was 349

On November 17, 1957, the Rev. David H.
Hunter, who had served as the pastor for 27
years, requested that the pastoral relationship between himself and the McClellandtown church be dissolved. The congregation reluctantly concurred with Rev.
Hunter and on December 31, 1957, his pastoral ministry to this church came to a close
Rev. Hunter served his community faithfully, and people of all denominations and
Fayette County were often the recipients of
his acts of kindness. After leaving McClellandtown, Rev. Hunter accepted a call to
became the pastor of the Cadillac Blvd Pres-

War Memorial in front of the former New Providence Presbyterian Church in Carmichaels, one of many churches McClellandtown has been yoked.
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E-Mail from Lois Conboy about
Homecoming Invitation
August 8, 2014
Dear Friends McClellandtown Presbyterian
Church,
It was so nice to receive the information
about the hundred and 75th anniversary of
the church of McClellandtown. We have
such fond memories of our ministry there
from 1958 to 1966. Serving a yoked parish
(New Providence in Carmichael’s and
McClellandtown) provided many wonderful
adventures for us. We visited your website
and congratulate you on the welcoming
sign and photos of the interior of your
beautiful building. It brought back many
happy memories of the great heroes of
faith that we were privileged to know
there. We were thrilled to see so many
people in the choir (a sign of good music
program) and recognize the lovely white
pews. Keep up the good work of evangelizing to the people of your area.
Our time in McClellandtown was a joy
and blessing to the Conboys. From Vacation Bible School to turkey dinners and other activities (in Sunshine Chapel), from celebrations of weddings and baptisms to the
struggles and the sadness of the death of
loved ones, we laughed and cried together.
We still laugh about our first Sunday as a
“candidate.” There was an open grave just

across the driveway from the front door and
after the service are curious three-year-old,
Tom, got too close to the edge and fell in.
He was rescued by another young boy
named Bob Hartley.
We are both officially retired but are able
to maintain our work in the church (Tom as
Minister of Visitation at our local Methodist
Church and Lois as Minister of Music at the
Community Church of Providence. Son
Tom, is now living in Minnesota and has two
sons who also live there. We enjoy visiting
them and seeing the beautiful country.
Though there aren’t many present who
remember us, we remember with fondness
our years in McClellandtown. A “real presence” to remind us of those days is the ongoing friendship with the D. A. Silbert
(whom we see regularly). D. A.’s father
was pastor of Third Presbyterian Church in
Uniontown and moved Providence, R.I. to
serve here.
Unfortunately, because of the distance
and health conditions for both of us (Tom
recently had back surgery). We are not able
to be at the church for this month momentous occasion but we send our warmest
greetings to all. Blessings to all the wonderful members of McClellandtown Presbyterian Church.
Yours in Christ, Tom and Lois Conboy

Historical Tidbits
The McClellandtown Presbyterian Church has always existed
within the bounds of Redstone
Presbytery for 175 years. Redstone
Presbytery’s
original
boundaries were the Allegheny
Mountains on the east, on the
north by Lake Erie, on the
south by Virginia, and on the
west by the “setting sun”. It
embraced what at that time
was called the “Great West”.
Evening Worship Service at the Sunshine Chapel
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Rev. Thomas F. Conboy, Jr.
(1958-1966)
The Rev. Thomas F. Conboy, Jr., accepted
the call to become pastor of the McClellandtown and the Providence Presbyterian
Churches in 1958. He was installed in May,
1958. He excelled in the field of church organization. Committees of the church session were activated; this was particularly evidenced in the Christian education, worship,
and stewardship committees.
A change in the order of worship service was also initiated, with three different
orders
of
worship being used
during the course of
a year. Mrs. Lois
Conboy
organized
two youth choirs;
which later continued under the direction of Mrs. Delbert
E. (Lois) Yutsy. These choirs aided the
church greatly in interesting families with
children and enriched our worship.

Rev. James R. Duncan
(1967-1968)
The Rev. James
R. Duncan accepted
the call to became
the pastor of McClellandtown church in
February, 1967. His
length of service
lasted only one year.
At his own request,
his pastoral relationship with our church
was terminated in
February 1968. After leaving McClellandtown, the Rev. Mr. Duncan entered social service work in the Pittsburgh area.
From 1968-69, Dr. J.E. Victor Carlson
served as Stated Supply Pastor.

Rev. Conboy was a graduate of Langley
High School in 1947 and the University of
Pittsburgh in 1953. He completed his work
at Western Theological Seminary in 1956
and was ordained on March 27, 1956 by
Washington Presbytery. Rev. Conboy had
been the pastor of the Cross Creek Presbyterian Church and assistant pastor of the
Bellefield Presbyterian Church, director of
youth work and lecturer at Buhl Planetarium
in Pittsburgh and was employed by the Gulf
Oil Corp.
Rev. Conboy’s wife, Lois Beverly Dormire
Conboy was from Apollo, PA. They had one
son at the time of his pastorate here, Thomas F. Conboy, III.
The Rev. Mr. Conboy ended his time with
the McClellandtown and Providence Presbyterian Churches, when in 1966, he accepted
a call to the Presbyterian Church in Canonsburg Pennsylvania.

McClellandtown Church in the early 1970’s
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Rev. Howard D. Brown, Jr.
(1969-1979)
The Rev. Howard D. Brown, Jr., was installed on Sunday, February 9, 1969 as Pastor of McClellandtown and Grace Chapel.
McClellandtown Presbyterian was celebrating
their 130th Anniversary the year Rev. Brown
was installed and based on records on November 1969, the congregation numbered
about 276 communicants.

Due to memorial
fund gifts many
projects
were
completed
and
programs
improved after Rev.
Brown’s arrival. A
United Presbyterian Youth Fellowship
met
each
Sunday evening in
Sunshine Chapel
and new ideas and
projects
have
been advanced to keep the youth involved in
the program of the church. A memorial gifts
committee was formed and the Session developed plans for the use of these memorial
funds along with the legacy from the
McWilliams and Newcomer estates provided
the church with many physical improvement
during this time. Rev. Brown initiated many
of the long-range planning projects with the
Session.
An innovation, suggested during Rev.
Brown’s pastorate was the Sunshine Class
sponsorship in collaboration with all adult
groups in the church in creating a blood
bank. Other churches in the community also
participated in this project and served nearly
the entire Klondike area. Ms. Jean Rudisill
was selected as the first chairman of the
blood bank committee.
Many improvements were made in the
sanctuary and other church properties.
Beautiful cathedral lanterns were installed.

These were Memorial gifts, presented by Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Kriss in loving memorial of
her parents, the Rev. and Mrs. David H.
Hunter.
The kitchen was moved to the front of the
basement and new kitchen equipment was
installed. The church basement was completely renovated by the men and women of
the church. A nice church nursery was built
in the back with a beautiful mural painted by
Linda Newman as an added feature. Also a
new piano, organ, and central air conditioning were purchased.
The usefulness of the Sunshine Chapel
continued as a parish hall being used extensively on a weekly basis for United Presbyterian youth fellowship, Cub Scouts, Junior
choir, Chapel choir, communicants class
when in session, and in addition, on a
monthly or semi-monthly basis; adult study,
women’s circles, adult class meetings,
church session, and the Board of Trustees;
and, quarterly meetings of the women’s Association.
(Continued on page 29)

Karen McDermott, Rev. McDermott’s wife is holding
the most recent addition to the McClellandtown Family. Flora is already beginning her training as chair of
the bicentennial committee.
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In 1973, the old belfry on
the top of the church was
replaced with a white aluminum steeple, while Rev.
Brown was pastor.

In 1989, a 24 foot cross was
installed at the top of the
Cemetery. It was erected as a
memorial to all those who
served the Lord faithfully in
the past. The two photos below were from the dedication
of the cross during the celebration of the church’s 150th
Anniversary in 1989.

Below is a photo of the Church
Choir during the 100th Anniversary in 1939. Notice all the
women are wearing hats.

Historical Tidbits
As best could be determined from
Session records the first woman appointed by the Session to serve as
Sunday School Superintendent was
Miss Mary Murphy on March 28, 1937
and Miss Dora Enlow was appointed
Assistant.
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Rev. Dr. Donald E. Daniels
(1984-1994)
The Rev. Dr. Donald E. Daniels arrived in
1984 to serve as the church’s pastor. During
his time of service a major change was
made in the governing bodies of the church.
The Session and Board of Trustees were
combined into a unicameral board.

In 1973, the church belfry which was deteriorating was replaced with a white aluminum steeple. (see photos, page 28) The
$4,200 cost of the new steeple came from
the McWilliams estate which was approximately $70,000 in total.
A carillon, which can be heard all over
McClellandtown was installed as a memorial
for Mrs. Eugenia Fleming, purchased by her
husband, J. Calvin Fleming.
Rev. Brown was native of Collingswood,
NJ and before coming to McClellandtown he
served as assistant pastor of the Westminster United Presbyterian Church in Utica, NY.
Rev. Brown was married to Patricia Ann Terry from Logan, WV and at the time of his installation they had two children, Craig Cameron, 11 years old and Tracey Elizabeth, 4
years old. Rev. Brown died in 2002 and both
Rev. Brown and his wife are buried in the
church cemetery southwest of the cemetery
cross.

Rev. Raymond G. Feyes
(1980-1981)
Rev. Raymond Feyes
served
only
seven
months as the pastor
and had his pastoral
relationship terminated
on January 24, 1981.
During 1981-1983, the
church was served by a
variety of Stated Supply Pastors and lay persons.

In May 1986, a new Allen organ was purchased for the sanctuary to enhance our
worship services. In 1992, new gas heating
and central air conditioning systems were
installed.
In 1989, a 24
foot cross was
installed at the
top of the Cemetery. (photos page
28) It was erected as a memorial
to all those who
served the Lord
faithfully in the
past. It serves as
a beacon on the
Hill lighting the inspirational pathway of
those who are to follow and causing them to
always look upward.
In 1994, Dr. Daniels and his wife, Marjorie, answered pastoral call to New Mexico. In
1999, they went to Pakistan as missionaries.
On May 21, 2000 Dr. Daniels suffered a
massive fatal, heart attack. He was brought
back to McClellandtown and both Rev. Daniels and his wife are buried in the church
cemetery.
From 1994 until 1996 the church was severed by stated supply and lay pastors. During this time major church renovations took
place. A handicapped accessible restroom in
the vestibule and a church office in the back
of the sanctuary were added during 1994. In
1996, the manse and the Sunshine Chapel,
which was located in McClellandtown, were
sold and a new manse, located at 309 North
Main St., Masontown, was purchased just in
time for a new pastor and his family.
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Rev. Douglas J. Essinger
(1996-2002)
Pastor Doug as he was frequently called
had an interest in Children’s ministry and
Youth Fellowship. The church hosted a Presbytery meeting during his pastorate. Pastor
Doug initiated an expanded interest in mission by encouraging members to become actively involved as volunteers.
Allison Hartley went on a mission trip to Alaska and
Bonnie Hartley went several times to Mexico
to help with Vacation Bible School.
The
church’s Acolyte Corp was reorganized in
September 1996 and required all acolytes to
attend training classes and new stoles were
purchased for acolytes.
Enhancements to the church building and
cemetery were completed during this time. A
new sound system was installed in the sanctuary, new carpeting in the fellowship hall
and Sunday school classrooms, a computer
was purchased for the church office, the
parking lots and cemetery roads were repaved and the wooden cross in the cemetery
was replaced with a new steel cross.

Rev. Geoff Rach

(2006-2009)

Rev. Geoff Rach is originally from the
North Hills of Pittsburgh. He is a 2001 graduate of Waynesburg College and a 2005
graduate of Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts.
Rev. Rach has
been serving as
pastor at Hewitt
Church since January of 2012. He
has
previously
served as pastor
at McClellandtown
and Grace Chapel
Presbyterian
Churches
in
neighboring Redstone Presbytery and as the
associate pastor at Canonsburg United Presbyterian Church. Geoff and his wife, Cara
were married in April 2009. They have two
children, Matthias, age 3½ and Eliza, age
1½.

Historical Tidbits
In the June 27, 1937 Session minutes is
the first mention that “delicious refreshments were served,” refreshments provided by Rev. Hunter.

Tent Presbyterian Church in 2014, one of the churches,
in which, McClellandtown has been yoked.

Historical Tidbits
In 1936, the Session had an evening
meeting on New Year’s Eve. To discuss
new worship and program plans for the
new year and to increase the pastor’s salary.

Marvin Gates demonstrating the proper method for
lighting the fire for the Annual Corn Roast Picnic.
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Rev. F. Lee McDermott (2013-

)

Rev. Forest Lee McDermott arrived to become the Pastor of the McClellandtown and
Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church on March
1, 2013. Rev. McDermott came from Front
Royal, Virginia with his wife, Karen and their
four cats and moved to Masontown, PA.
Rev. McDermott was
born in Meadville, PA.
As a child lived in
Cochranton, PA and
then went to high
school and lived in
Grove City, PA, where
his parents still live.
He was very involved
as a teenager in the
Tower
Presbyterian
Church in Grove City
with the youth group,
worship and mission
projects. After a mission trip to Arkansas,
he decided to enroll in college at The College
of the Ozarks in Clarksville, Arkansas (now
called the University of the Ozarks) The University of the Ozarks is a Presbyterian College
located in the northwest region of Arkansas.
During college, he was involved in college
drama productions, Christian campus life
and the Ozark Area Mission.
Rev. McDermott attended McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. During seminary, he served Presbyterian churches in
Chicago; Muskogee, OK; Dodge City and
Spearville, KS.
Following seminary, Rev. McDermott
moved to Meadville, PA working as an addictions counselor for eight years, becoming a
Certified Addictions Counselor in Pennsylvania. He then became a clinical supervisor for
an addiction’s treatment program in New
Castle, PA. Three years later he was appointed the Executive Director. He was there
for nine years and trained other professionals in Student Assistance Programs, Employee Assistance, Professional Ethics, and Community Prevention.

During his years in the addictions field he
served the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in
the Presbyteries of Lake Erie and Shenango
as moderator of the Christian Education
Committee of both presbyteries, Moderator
of Shenango Presbytery, Moderator of the
Presbytery General Council, Moderator of
Presbytery Worship and Steering committees. Also served as a
member of the budget
and finance committee
and the Committee on
Ministry. He served
many churches in short
-term
assignments,
such as, stated supply
and interim pastor. He
lead worship in 70+
congregations.
In 2000, he returned to
pastoral ministry and
became the part-time
pastor of the Sheakleyville Presbyterian
Church in Sheakleyville, PA. In August, 2002
he accepted the call of the First Presbyterian
Church in Logan, WV to become their fulltime pastor. Due to health issues related to
living in southern WV he moved to Virginia in
2008 and served as pastor of the Buckton
Presbyterian Church in Front Royal, VA
(2008-2010) and the Wardensville, WV and
Ivanhoe Presbyterian Church in Lost City,
WV. (2011-13)
Rev. McDermott married Karen Dickinson
originally from Elmira, NY. They have two
children, Ron and Kim and two grandchildren, Kim's children, Maddie and Gabriel and
Kim's husband, Kent live in Virginia and Ron
lives in North Carolina.
Rev. McDermott after coming to McClellandtown assisted the church in starting a
web site and Facebook page, a weekly email newsletter and generally expand the
use of media, technology, and social media
to expand the outreach of the congregation.
He has been interested in church history,
and history related to the American Civil War
and takes hundreds of photos of state historical markers.
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Church Officers in 1939
Session: Rev. David Hunter, moderator; H.G. Sangston, Clerk
of Session; John M. Crow, R.E. Rudsill, J.D. Clifford, J.C. Moore,
J.C. Fleming.
Trustees: L.L Coffman, Jesse McCann, Howard Eberly, Harvey
Hopkins, J.K. Given, Guy F. Eberhart, Theodore Christopher.

Historical Tidbits
In 1956 was the first year that Deacons
and Elders were recommended to the congregation for election by a nominating committee, prior to this time the Session and
Deacons each recommended individuals to
the congregation. This was also the first
year the rotation system of three year
terms begun for elders and deacons.

Photos by James Edgar
Provance, Rev. McDermott, and others shared
by many church members.
Photo on the right is one of
many taken throughout the
years of the church choir, both
adults and children.

Historical Tidbits
In 1921, the Session
held a meeting on
Christmas Day after
worship to receive seventeen new members
into the church.
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After Sunday Morning announcements and before the Call to Worship the congregation greets one
another with the Passing of the
Peace of Christ to one another.
Photo shows one of these occasions in the life of the church.

Throughout the years, McClellandtown has
been yoked with many different other
churches. McClellandtown has been yoked
with Grace Chapel Presbyterian Church in
High House on Walnut Hill Road since 1969.

History is always in the process of being made.
New faith stories are developing and taking
shape to changes lives and old stories are being
recalled to our memory. The history told within
these pages from the McClellandtown Presbyterian Church’s 175 years plus is only a brief overview of all the stories which could be told. As
pastor, I plan to collect these stories as they are
told to me. I invite you to tell me your stories
and record them for future generations so they
will know who we are and what we have done.
We have and will make available to you some of the materials and photos of the church’s
history. You can download a copy of this history in color as a PDF file from our web site, which
you can print. We have placed other photos on our web site and our Facebook page. We will
make available CD’s and DVD’s for a small donation of a wide range of historical photos, PDF’s
of news clips, and videos, you can keep and share with others.
Our bicentennial is only 25 years away, please share your story so new generations can reflect and understand who we are as Christ’s people, when they celebrate 200 years of faith,
family, and friends.
To God Alone Be the Glory, Rev. F. Lee McDermott

Top and Bottom Photos taken during the Homecoming, September 14, 2014

